[A model for the embryological instruction of the branchial arteries].
It is difficult to teach students about the embryological transformation of the branchial arteries. In mammals, six pairs of branchial arteries develop, but all are not present at the same embryological stage. The first, second, fifth and a part of right sixth branchial artery disappear early in embryological development. The remaining third, fourth and sixth branchial arteries mainly constitute the arterial system of the breast. The aorta and pulmonary trunk are derived from the truncus arteriosus. Because of the complexity of this developmental process, we have devised a user-friendly model in order to assist with educational presentations. In this model, the shrinkage of a vessel has been represented by inserting a wire inside of the hose representing the artery. Degenerated or disappearing parts of the vessel are removable by using hooks and Velcro tape. Branchial arteries, truncus arteriosus, aortic sac and dorsal arteries are represented by different colors. The descent of the heart is represented by the relational change between larynx and heart. Additionally we represented the vagus nerve and recurrent laryngeal nerve by using strings. The right vagus nerve can move dorsally and the left ventrally by rotating the digestive tract. The right recurrent laryngeal nerve can move superiorly to hook around the right subclavian artery, and left recurrent laryngeal nerve can hook around the ductus arteriosus formed by the left sixth branchial artery.